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Narrative Illustration: Book cover and support art
David Szalay posted on Apr 11, 2025 1:36 PM•Edited
Choose either Picture Book or Chapter Book format

Picture book option 1
You will design and illustrate for a dust jacket design, front back and spine
(Optional addition for illustration minors: For your illustration portfolio provide at least one page (or a spread) 
illustrated from your book.)

Below are measurement/specs (mechanicals) for picture book. 

Picture book options:
Option 1: Select an existing story to tell or retell in a different style from the original
Option 2: Select a classic fairytale to fracture, (https://greenwichlibrary.bibliocommons.com/list/
share/274909817/707226008) and reimagine for a picture book. ie Grimm Bros. Hans Christian Anderson, 
etc...
Option 3: Select a famous person to do a biographical book about- this in considered non-fiction



Creative Brief 
Little House in the Big Woods and Little House on the Prairie
For this book cover, I’m designing with a fabric-bound aesthetic in mind simple, timeless, and
tactile. The illustration will be minimal yet expressive, inspired by classic stitched handicraft or
screen printed visuals often found on vintage clothbound editions. The cover will feature a
central, iconic image that bridges both Little House in the Big Woods and Little House on the
Prairie. Decorative elements like stitched borders or silhouetted flora and fauna may frame the
illustration, nodding to the handmade and homegrown themes of the series. The design will
honor the spirit of the books while offering a fresh, yet nostalgic take.
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Laura Ingalls Wilder was an American author 
best known for her beloved "Little H ouse" 
series, w hich chronicles her childhood 
experiences g rowing u p on t he American 
frontier in t he l ate 1800s. D rawing from her 
own life, Wilder brought to life the hardships, 
joys, and resilience of pioneer families as they 
journeyed across the Midwest. H er v ivid 
storytelling, r ooted i n historical detail and 
personal m emory, has m ade her books 
enduring c lassics of American children's 
literature. W ilder’s w ork continues t o 
captivate readers of all ages with its themes of 
family, perseverance, and t he spirit o f 

Olivia Taylor is an illustrator and designer who 
brings heartfelt s tories to life t hrough 
expressive i magery and t houghtful design. 
With a strong sense of narrative and a love for 
visual storytelling, she draws inspiration from 
personal experiences, nature, and t he 
connections t hat shape us. H er w ork often 
explores t hemes of identity, empathy, and 
creativity, blending traditional and d igital 
techniques t o create engaging, e motionally 
resonant visuals.

Rediscover the American frontier through the eyes of 
Laura Ingalls Wilder in this beautifully bound double 

novel edition of Little House in the Big Woods and Little 
House on the Prairie.

In this special re-release, readers are invited to journey back to the 
roots of Wilder’s timeless storytelling. Little House in the Big Woods 

introduces young Laura and her family living in the deep Wisconsin 
woods, where each season brings both challenges and joys of pioneer 

life. As the family seeks new opportunities, Little House on the Prairie 
follows their adventurous move west to the Kansas plains, where open 

skies and untamed land promise a fresh start.

This edition features all new illustrations and foreword celebrating 
Wilder’s enduring legacy. Perfect for longtime fans and new readers 

alike, these cherished classics capture the resilience, wonder, and 
warmth of a family carving out a life on the American frontier.

Little House in 
the Big Woods
In the heart of the Wisconsin 
wilderness, young Laura Ingalls 
lives with her family in a snug log 
cabin surrounded by towering 
trees and changing seasons. 
Through Laura’s eyes, readers 
experience the rhythms of pioneer 
life making maple syrup, preparing 
for long winters, and sharing 
stories by firelight. With gentle 
charm and rich detail, Little House 
in the Big Woods captures the 
warmth, hard work, and family 
bonds that defined life on the 
American frontier.

Little House 
on the Prairie
Eager for new opportunities, the 
Ingalls family leaves the Big Woods 
behind and sets out in a covered 
wagon for the Kansas prairie. 
There, they build a new home on 
wide open land filled with  danger, 
and possibility. From encounters 
with wild animals to learning to live 
alongside new neighbors, Little 
House on the Prairie is a powerful 
tale of courage, change, and the 
spirit that defined the pioneer 
experience.
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